BA- 406

Nilliam E. Devis House
North side of Belfast road
Not sccessible

Jate: 1850-1860

The willism E. D.vis House is a three story Irame
house covered with German siding dating from 1850-1860.
Most of the original trim includes the stair rail, raxed
door, window trim, six-panel doors, and grained finish
on the woodwork. The house was originally built by
ivan bavis, who owned and operated a foundry and plow
factory nearby, on a tract of land known as Conception
Valley.

Lorth of the house is a two story stomne smokehouse
with & pell still standing in place in the bellfry. [lhe
other original outbuildings which typify rural life at
the time include s stone privy, a stone wslled grainery,
a frame bank barn and a small stone gable-roofed dairy
house inside the barnyard.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The principal dwelling on the Davis Farm is a three storey frame
house, five bays in lengtn across its south front with 2 coevsl north
wing extending benind its west end, four bays in length, its height

equal to tanat of the main house; a small one storey shed-roo’ed stcne

wing was added to the east side of the rear wing as z buttery; znd a small

two storey shed-roofed wing was added in the corner formed by the main
house ana rear wing for batnrocoms. The nouse dates from 1850-18690.
A one-storey porch, tnree bays in length, shelters the principal

entrance centered on the south front and a similar porch sheiters a

secondary entrance and flanking windows on the west side of the rear wingz,

Tne principal entrance consists of double doors with sidelizghts and
transom. Tne tripartite motif is repeated in the central windows of

tne second and tuniri storeys, where 6/6 windows are flanked by 2/2's,

the latter nearly obscured by the louvred blinds. Other windows through-

out the structure are £/6 with narrow beaded frames and louvred bdlinds;
window heignts diminisnh in each storey. sxterior walls are coverec
with German siding. 4n interior cnimney of brick rises from each
Zable of tne main house ani a taird rises between the two rooms of the
rear wing.

Internally a central nzll is flanked bv a single rcom on sach
side and the rear wing consists of twe rooms. Upper floor plans are

gimilar to the first but the wing rooms are further subdlivided for

(See Continuation Sheet #1)
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William E. Davis House
Valleys Historical District

Continuation Sheet #1

Question #7 Continued

small bedrooms. Two enclosed secondary stairs are in the rear wing.
Most original trim and finishes remain including the stair rail, its
turned newels and balusters, the raked door and window trim with broad
ogee backband, the six-panel doors with loose mouldings, the mantels
with round columns supporting a paneled frieze, and the grained finish
on most of the woodwork,

West of the dwelling is a set of stone steps to a mounting block.

North of the house is a two storey stone smoke house; above the south
gable end jof the reef ie -« BElidy, s becll still n place. WNear the
ground, west of the door which is centered in the south end, is an iron
door to a firebox; a flue within the stone walls rises to discharge
Just below the ground storey's ceiling.

North of the house is a stone privy with two rooms; doors are in its
north and south gable ends near the easterly corners and the seats are
against the west wall. A small louvred window is in each side wall and
a long cleanout opening is beneath the seats. The larger southerly room
is said to have served the ladies, the smaller northerly one the gentlemen.

Southwest of the house is a stone-walled grainery. Its south wall
has three stone buttresses; on its north side, another bay buttresses
the structure, its roof a continuation of the principal roof, its north
wall another stone wall. The framed roof structure and gable cantilevers
over the east end, sheltering a balcony (and probably a former exterior
stair to the second floor). The ground floor is open at either end as a
driveway.

(See Continuation Sheet #2)
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William E. Davis House
Valleys Historical Distriet
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Question #7 Continued

A frame bank barn is constructed of circular-sawn material; its
stone-walled ground storey has doors and windows to the stalls in 1its
south wall, sheltered by the taller loft storey which extends over it.

A stone-walled shed or shop with a shed roof sﬁands Just east of the
barn; its walls probably predate its present form. A stone wall
surrounds the barnyard to the south.

Within the barnyard is a small stone gable-roofed dairy house.

Its log rafters are mitered at the ridge; interior walls are whitewashed.
A door and a tiny window are in its east gable end and a small window

1s in its west end and south side. The stone walls are on the verge of
collapse. The dairy house is said to have been supplied with water from
a blg spring some distance to the east by way of a 3 inch early cast
iron pipe.

A framed grainery stands west of the stone-walled grainery. The
driveway in the ground storgy is flanked by enclosed spaces, on the
south a corn crib, on the north a wagon shed. Its hewn timbers are
Joined with pegged mortise-and-tenon. Exterior walls are covered with

vertical boardins and a 6/6 window is high in the east gable.




Bi-406
William E. Davis House
Valleys Historical District

Continuation Sheet #3

Question #9 Continued

Sidney, J.C. Map of the City and County of Baltimore, Marvland.
(Baltimore, 1850).

Interview with Mr. William E. Davis (May, 1976).




